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Earlier this week at Ibn Sina School, in al-Taybah, in the eastern Syrian province of Deir Ez-Zor a 

landmine exploded in the school courtyard.1 Five children were reportedly killed from the attack and 

another 17 were injured.2 The death toll could rise in the days following the attack, due to the number 

of children still in critical condition, according to hospital officials.3 Unfortunately, incidents like this 

are not uncommon in many areas liberated from the Islamic State (IS) . Later, on the same day of the 

school landmine explosion, a farmer was martyred on his own land from another leftover landmine, 

outside of Tal Bazzam, in the Hama countryside.4 Landmines are still being found all throughout the 
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eastern province of Deir Ez-Zor, as well as other regions throughout Syria. According to the Syrian 

Observatory for Human Rights, 213 people have died in 2019 alone from landmine explosions left by 

IS.5 Leftover remnants of the Islamic State are still being discovered, many in instances of explosions 

of landmines and improvised explosive devices (IEDs).  While the eastern province is no longer under 

control of IS, the weak government presence in the region doesn’t seem to bring a greater sense of 

security to the residents of Deir Ez-Zor.6 Little is being done to improve the complex security situation 

in the oil-rich province, as Coalition and SDF forces clash with local groups, and US military forces 

attempt to secure the oil resources from the Assad regime.7    

 

Members of Islamic State sleeper cells have been caught in recent weeks throughout Deir Ez-Zor 

province. Some being captured and arrested by the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF), while others are 

targeted in raids.8 While the regime has retaken control over the region, there are still instances of 

attacks and instability throughout Deir Ez-Zor. Syrian forces struggle to establish a sense of security 

throughout the region, as IS sleeper cells are identified and the aftermath of the Islamic State’s reign 

over Deir Ez-Zor is still being felt through instances like the school landmine explosions.  
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